


Praise to Siddhartha Gautama
- Buddha Shakyamuni
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The “great omniscient” Lonchen Rabjam (1308-1364) at the center. 
Also pictured from the upper left: Shri Simha, Garab Dorje and 
Vimalamitra. On the upper right Jnanasutra, slightly below 
Manjusrimitra and Guru Rinpoche. Below Longchenpa, Jigme 
Lingpa, Vajrasattva and Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo.

The Great 
Longchenpa's 

Seven Treasures
(Tib. �ོང་ཆེན་མཛ�ད་བ�ན་, Longchen Dzö Dün)
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In these treatises or compositions of the Omniscient Longchen 
Rabjam Drimé Özer (1308-1363), one �nds a great breadth of 
knowledge covering all aspects of the teachings, from Sutrayana and 
the foundational knowledge topics, to the highest levels of Vajrayana.
Longchenpa is considered a great learned and accomplished master, 
as well as one of the three main manifestations of Manjushri in Tibet, 
along with the great Sakya Pandita and Je Tsongkhapa. 
 
 These treatises, together with the Trilogy of Finding Rest 
(Ngalso Korsum) and the Trilogy of Natural Liberation (Rangdrol 
Korsum), represent the aspect of his teachings we refer to as “the way 
of extensive explanation”. Taken as a whole, these amazing writings 
provide an overview of the Buddha's teaching from the perspective of 
the Great Perfection (mahā-sandhi) tradition as it's taught in the Early 
Translations or Nyingma tradition. It is said that his works are 
indistinguishable from the words of the Buddha himself and that the 
simple fact of reading them, awakens in our mind the realization of 
wisdom, wich is the true nature of reality.

O destroyer of the darkness of ignorance! 
Great compassionate one. 

 The omniscient one. The one 
who has transcended. O tathāgata! The 
one who has gone, And the one who has 
arrived. Accomplished one, Awakened 
one. Sākyamuni! To you I bow. To you 
I offer everything. In you I take refuge. 
Ripen me. Awaken me. Bless me!



1
  In translation, these works may have different titles.
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1) The Wish Ful�lling Treasury consists of 22 chapters, written in 
verses, mainly dealing with classical Buddhist themes that are 
common to all schools of Buddhism.  In particular, the gradual 
presentation of the path represented by  the Tibetan tradition. This 
can be classi�ed as a type of Gradual Path (Lamrim) text. It has a long 
prose commentary called the White Lotus (Pema Karpo) and its 
contents are:

 Originally, the Seven Treasures  were not intended to be a 
collection; however, they were grouped so that we could know them 
more clearly.  These are the treasures:

2) The Treasury of Pith Instructions 
 (Tib. མན་ངག་མཛ�ད་, Mengak Dzö)

3) The Treasury of the Basic Space of Phenomena 
 (Tib. ཆོས་ད�ིངས་མཛ�ད་, Chöying Dzö)

4) The Treasury of Philosophical Tenets 
 (Tib. �བ་མཐའ་མཛ�ད་, Drubta Dzö)

5) The Treasury of the Supreme Vehicle 
 (Tib. ཐེག་མཆོག་མཛ�ད་, Tekchok Dzö)

6) The Treasury of Word and Meaning 
 (Tib. ཚ�ག་དོན་མཛ�ད་, Tsik Dön Dzö)

7) The Treasury of the Natural State 
 1 (Tib. གནས་�གས་མཛ�ད་, Neluk Dzö)

1) The Wish Ful�lling Treasury 
 (Tib. ཡིད་བཞིན་མཛ�ད་, Yishyin Dzö)

2) The Treasury of Pith Instructions is a short text of numerous 
advice, presented as a set of six verses, which cover a wide range of 
teachings and recommendations on what to do and what to avoid, 
such as the understanding and practice of Buddhism, as well as 
emphasizing mental training, but being permeated by the 
perspective of the Mahā-sandhi. This Treasure does not have an auto-
commentary.

 Paltrul Rinpoche sums it up like this: “This Treasury concerning 
study, re�ection, and meditation on all Dharma methods – what to 
accept and what to give up in each situation – beautifully shows how 
to ful�ll one's Wishes. By reading it, you will understand the principles 
of all instructions; you will train yourself in hundreds of texts, all at 
once”.

How samsara originates out of the ground.
How Buddha realms are established for the bene�t of beings.
How the outer world develops.
How the sentient beings within develop.

1.
2.
3.
4.

The aeon of remaining.
The aeons of destruction and voidness.
The happiness and suffering of the inner and outer world.
How to follow a spiritual friend.
Abandoning negative friends.
The master who teaches.
The qualities of the disciple who listens.
An elaborate presentation of the types of Dharma teaching.
Contemplating the difficulty of �nding a free and well-favored  
human-life.
Contemplating death and impermanence.
Contemplating the nature of faith.
Contemplating karma—causes and effects.
Contemplating how samsara is suffering and nirvana blissful.
Establishing the natural state.
Preliminaries to meditative concentration.
The supreme meditation of clear light.
The stages of traversing the path.
The fruition that is the culmination of meditation.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
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3) The Treasury of the Basic Space of Phenomena is a short poetic 
work, arranged in verses dealing mainly with the vision of Trekchö 
(cutting through), on which Longchenpa composed his own prose 
commentary called the Treasury of True Transmission (Lung gi Terdzö).

 Paltrul Rinpoche sums it up: “Synthesized in groups of six, the 
perfect Treasury of the holy Dharma distills the vital essence of all Pith 
Instructions. Even if you were to meet the current Victorious One, it 
would be hard to hear teachings on such an excellent path all at once.”

2. The Teachings; Shakyamuni's teachings, and the commentarial 
traditions.

 Paltrul Rinpoche sums it up like this: “Especially, the precious 
Treasury of the basic Space of phenomena – the profoundest of all – is 
the depth of the mind of the omniscient master, which beautifully 
reveals the meaning of the Dharmakaya, the authentic mind itself, 
being the naked primordial awareness, with nothing to be added or 
discarded...
…since it contains many instructions on the Dharmakaya, this 
Treasury of the basic Space of phenomena is the quintessence of 
Dharma.”

4) The Treasury of Philosophical Tenets makes a systematic and 
comparative (doxographic) consideration of the various Buddhist 
philosophical views, using the scheme of the nine vehicles (yanas), 
locating the Mahā-sandhi as its pinnacle. This is divided into eight 
chapters:

1. How the Buddha came into this world (based on the Individual 
liberation vehicle, the Universal vehicle or Mahayana, and tantric 
accounts); the twelve acts of the Buddha; the "turning the wheel of 
the Dharma".

3. Philosophical Tenets, based upon these teachings, including 
outsiders (non-Buddhists) and insiders (Buddhists). The Buddhist 
views include: Vaibhashika, Sautrantika, Yogachara, and Madhyamika.

4. The Way to progress on the Path, including the approach of the 
Shravaka, Pratyekabuddha, and Bodhisattva, and an account of the 
�ve paths.

5. An account of the secret mantrayana as the Fruition, including the 
special characteristics of Vajrayana.

 Paltrul Rinpoche sums it up like this: “The entirety of the 
Buddhist teachings is fully explained in just one treatise – the precious 
Treasury of Philosophical Systems. An excellent text like this has never 
appeared before in India or Tibet, and never will again.”

5) The Treasury of the Supreme Vehicle is an extensive commentary 
on all the subjects of the tradition of the Great Perfection found in the 
seventeen Tantras of the division of the essential instructions 
(Menngagde) of Atiyoga, which in its 25 chapters gives a 
comprehensive, detailed, and systematic description of the Mahā-
sandhi:

6. An account of How the Vajrayana Teachings came about, including 
the New Tantra (Sarma) de�nitions, and classi�cations.

7. An account of the Ancient Tradition (Nyingma) de�nitions and 
classi�cations, divided into three general tantras (kriya, upa, yoga), 
and three inner tantras (mahayoga, anuyoga, atiyoga).

8. An account of the Esoteric Approach, being the Vajra Essence of 
Luminosity, including a general discussion of: How the ground of 
being naturally abides; the way in which sentient beings go astray, the 
way in which sentient beings can practice, and then �nally achieve the 
fruition of freedom.
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Enumeration of the four lamps (the support of primordial 
wisdom).
Laying out how understanding is based on this.

The spread of the Dharma.
The philosophical systems.

Vast explanation of the profound path for those of gradualist 
capacity, using objects of focus and concentration (for those who 
like mental elaboration).
Teaching which secures one on the path of essential vajra 
luminosity (for those free of mental elaborations).
Teaching which secures one to the oral precepts that free one (for 
those with special superior capacities), the precious method of 
being free "without meditation", oral precepts on Trekchö.
Essentials in the practice of primordial wisdom with respect to 
spontaneous Tögal.
A vast explanation on the stages of practice regarding direct 
introduction.
A vast explanation on the signs of certainty regarding the 
practices.
A teaching on the way that the bardo manifests (how those with 
average capacity can become enlightened in the bardo).

Discussion of alaya and dharmakaya.
Explanation of all-encompassing space (Tib. ད�ིངས་, ying) and 

wisdom (ཡེ་ཤེས་, yeshe).

Explanation of how the Ground spontaneously manifests as 
samsara and nirvana.
The manner of going astray.
How this occurs with respect to embodied karmic traces.
Detailed explanation of essentials (tsa lung tikle).

Aspects of certain meaning regarding Vajrayana.
Empowerment classi�cations.

How the teacher came into this world system.
An explanation of world environments and the beings therein.

Samaya discussion.
Explanation of the Primordial Ground.

 Paltrul Rinpoche says: “The precious Treasury of meaning 
intended by the numerous Tantras is the Supreme Vajra life essence, 
the highest of Vehicles. The treatise is extensive; the meaning 
discussed is profound. To see this is to behold the face of the true 
Samantabhadra.”

6) The Treasury of Word and Meaning is an overview of the Mahā-
sandhi or a summary of the Treasury of the Supreme Vehicle, explaining 
the crucial points of the practice. It is the text that gives the clearest 
and most explicit explanation of the instructions on the Tögal (ascent 
or leap over).

It is composed of the "eleven vajra themes":

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25. An elaboration of the ways of achieving this, for those of lesser 
capacity.

A teaching on how they gradually attain the ultimate result in the 
nirmanakaya pure land.

The ground and basis of reality (Tib. གཞི་, zhi), how that ground 

dynamically manifests itself (Tib. གཞི་�ང་, zhi nang);

How sentient beings stray from the ground.
How all beings have the essence of enlightened essence.
How primordial wisdom (Tib. ཡེ་ཤེས་, yeshe) abides within us;

The pathways, and
The gateways, and
Domain for primordial wisdom.
How primordial wisdom is experientially accessed.
Signs of realization,
Signs in the dying and bardo transition; and
Ultimate fruition as the manifest realization of the kayas.

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.



Colophon:
Information prepared for Siddhartha's Intent Mexico, by Carlo Carranza and Diego 

Cadavid, revised and improved by Jakob Leschly, for the auspicious transmission 

of Longchenpa's Seven Treasures by Dzongsar Khyentse Rinpoche, as a clear 

guide to the transmissions that Rinpoche will give and as a general knowledge of 

the topics to be discussed. 

 We dedicate this merit for the health and long life of Dzongsar Khyentse 

Rinpoche, so that he may continue to benet the world with his holy presence, and 

as a gratitude to his kindness and generosity in rescuing us from the terrifying 

ocean of samsara. May we always follow his perfect example and be of benet to all 

beings. May the Dharma, the medicine that cures all the suffering of beings, remain 

for a long time!
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3. The Theme of Openness

4. The Theme of Oneness

5. The Individuals to Whom These Teachings May Be Entrusted

 Patrul Rinpoche describes it like this: “The Treasury of 

Samantabhadra's enlightened inten�on, beyond cause and effect, is 

the Natural State of the Dharmakaya, in which there is nothing to 

protect. If the elabora�on is not cut with such an excellent text, who 

could destroy the obs�nate fixa�ons of the intellectual approaches?”

 Paltrul Rinpoche says: “The intended meaning of the 

Supreme Vehicle is excellently summarized in a single Treasury of 

prac�cal key points from the Essen�al Instruc�ons which weave their 

importance into eleven chapters of Words and their Meanings. It is 

singularly powerful in cu�ng through the root of condi�oned 

existence.”

7) The Treasury of the Natural State is wri�en in verse and largely 

discusses the four samayas or commitments of the Mahā-sandhi. 

Longchenpa composed his prose commentary en�tled The Essen�al 

Meaning of the Three Categories (Desum Nyingpoi don), which consists 

of 5 chapters:

1. The Theme of Ineffability

2. The Theme of Spontaneous Presence
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